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A Positive Attitude Pays Off
Jack Taylor
is fondly
remembered
by his
teachers as
a bit of a
larrikin – he
didn’t take
things too
seriously
and always
looked on
the bright side of life. This
attitude has certainly helped
him through some difficult
moments post-Samaritan but,
as Jack himself writes, a sense
of humour can help overcome
obstacles and achieve goals.
I finished school in 2010 knowing I
wanted a career in construction, but not
knowing specifically what trade or where
to start. I managed to get some work
experience with a local tiler, which turned
into a paid summer job and eventually an
apprenticeship. I really enjoyed working,
I found I was much better suited for the
workforce than school. I thrived on the
physicality and perfectionism that tiling
demanded of me, and turns out I wasn’t
half bad at it. In 2014 in my third year I
received the award of apprentice of the
year. I really liked what I was doing and
I believe that plays a huge part in being
successful, that, and not taking myself too
seriously when it didn’t matter.
In 2013 and 2014 I was fortunate enough
to represent South Australia at the State
Country Hockey Championships. I have
been playing hockey most of my life and
to finally train hard enough to reach a
high level definitely ticked something off

ing

my bucket list. In 2013 and 2015 I took
part in the Apex Outback Postie Bike
Ride, raising money for the cancer council
to build holiday retreats in Wallaroo.
1000kms on a postie bike through some
quite ridiculous terrain is one of the
hardest things I’ve done, but also one of
the most fulfilling.
Towards the end of my apprenticeship
I decided to think about the future
and completed a Certificate IV in
Small Business Management to get my
Contractor’s Licence. When I finished
my apprenticeship in 2015 and received
my trade papers I decided to stay with
my boss because we had a pretty good
thing going, and I hadn’t really figured
out if tiling was what I wanted to do for
the rest of my life. 2016 was a big year, I
got engaged, bought a house and decided
that I wanted to learn something new. So,
after applying for a few different jobs I
managed to score a couple of interviews.
Cue untimely sports injury. Rocking up to
an interview on crutches with a torn ACL,
MCL and shattered meniscus, I wasn’t
holding my breath for a call back. But the
mining company saw past my unfortunate
situation and offered me the job as an
electrical apprentice.
Fast forward to today and I am 24,
married, almost back to 2 fully operational
knees and studying a second trade. For
someone who didn’t really like the
academic side of school I have spent a lot
of time since then in a TAFE classroom.
With a sense of humour and a bit of
ambition life can take you wherever you
want to go. If you don’t know where that
is yet, don’t stress, I still don’t know what
I’m going to be when I grow up and there
is something exciting about that.
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Year 12s –
Get Ready For Work!
CEG and Samaritan College are
teaming up to offer Year 12 students
the chance to gain basic hospitality
skills that could help them gain parttime work in cafes, pubs and clubs.
This week-long course is ideal for
those students looking for part-time
work to complement their tertiary
studies next year, and covers the
following:
•

Use hygienic practices for food
safety

•

Prepare and serve espresso coffee

•

Provide responsible service of
alcohol

•

Attend gaming machines

•

Provide responsible gambling
services

When:

December 4-8

Where: Samaritan College (4
days) and off-site (1 day
– probably West Whyalla
Football Club)
Cost:

$575 per person

The course will run with a minimum
of 8 people, and participants need
to be 18 years old to undertake all 5
units. Students under 18 years of age
could do the first 2 units (at a reduced
cost).

Jack Taylor

FAITH • WISDOM • COMPASSION

www.samaritan.catholic.edu.au

VET at Samaritan versus VET at Eyre - A Comparison
At Samaritan, we recognise that not every student wants
to go to university or TAFE – some want to get straight
out into the workforce. Similarly, some students start
Year 12 without thinking they’ll go to university only to
change their minds as the year progresses. VET can help
students achieve their post-school goals, regardless of
whether that’s work, TAFE or university. In recent years,
Samaritan has made a conscious effort to increase VET
offerings, and we can provide access to a range of onsite, on-line and at-TAFE courses (either with EJEHS or
without) – this year we have had over 25 Year 11 and 12
students doing 13 different courses, and we would love
this number to grow! All of these options, however, can
be confusing so the following table attempts to outline
the features of each mode of VET study.

On-line

At-TAFE (through Samaritan or Eyre)

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Students work at own pace
Students get a study line to complete their course
No disruption to ‘regular’ school/lessons
Teacher supervises students
Samaritan covers the cost of some additional course
requirements (e.g. First Aid courses)
Student progress is tracked by VET Coordinator
Samaritan College assists with finding students regular
work experience (either as part of a subject called
Workplace Practices or as part of a student’s VET)

•
•
•
•
•

Students attend TAFE in week blocks (students miss
‘regular’ school/lessons which they catch up in their
studies)
Students get a study line to complete course work/missed
Samaritan lessons
Teacher (Samaritan) or ESO (Eyre) supervises students
Several courses are delivered via computer from a central
TAFE in Adelaide
Student progress is tracked by VET Coordinator
(Samaritan)/ESO (Eyre)
Samaritan College assists with finding students regular
work experience (either as part of a subject called
Workplace Practices or as part of a student’s VET) – only
for students studying at TAFE through Samaritan

Some TAFE courses, such as Electrotechnology and Automotive, can only be studied by Samaritan students though our
partnership with Eyre. Others, such as Hair, can be done through Samaritan. Students and parents are strongly encouraged
to speak to me (Miss Gibson) or Mr Lyons about the various options before they make a final decision.

VET through Eyre

Students who intend to study VET through Eyre in 2018
are asked to let me (Miss Gibson) know ASAP as I need to provide a list of names to Eyre. A list of the VET subjects available
to Samaritan students is available on the college website under “Learning”.

Flinders Uni Assessment Centre
Last Wednesday, 16 Samaritan students, along with
peers from Edward John Eyre High School, Port Augusta
Secondary School and Caritas College, undertook a range
of activities designed to assess their creativity, collaboration,
communication and problem-solving skills. Staff from
Flinders University will use the results of these activities to
make conditional offers to students in a range of Arts, Science
and Engineering degrees for 2019. Successful students will
likely receive their conditional offers in early Term 4. Last
year, every Samaritan student who undertook the assessment
gained provisional offers, and we are hoping for the same
result this year.

The following career information has been provided by third parties.
Samaritan College does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of this information.

Gap Year
Gap Years are becoming increasingly popular amongst students who wish to defer their tertiary studies or seek to gain “real
world” experience before making further plans. Many students use this time to work to save money for their impending move
to Adelaide or elsewhere, but more and more students are looking to volunteer or take part in exchange programs to broaden
their horizons. Here is just a sample of the many Gap Year programs on offer by various organisations:

Universities Admissions Centre (UAC)
UAC process applications to most undergraduate courses at participating universities
(most located in NSW and the ACT). Early bird applications close on September 29
and all applications close on 5 February 2018. Application fees apply (up to $183 for
late applications). UAC also processes equity programs for participating institutions:
•

Educational Access Schemes (for students who have experienced long-term
educational disadvantage)

•

Schools Recommendation Schemes

•

Equity Scholarships (assistance for financially disadvantaged students)

More information about the universities and their courses, equity programs (including
application due dates), fees and application due dates, visit www.uac.edu.au, email
using UAC’s online enquiry form (uac.edu.au/enquiry) or phone 1300 275 822.

TAFE SA
TAFE is a government-owned and nationally operated system of colleges offering qualifications that are recognised and
transferable internationally. The focus in TAFE is on hands-on, practical training with key competencies worked into every
course that are thought to be essential for people entering the workforce. Courses are developed in consultation with
business and industry to ensure the skills are relevant and in demand. For more information about the wide range of TAFE
SA courses available, visit http://www.mhscareers.com/tafe-south-australia.html

Private Colleges
In addition to university and TAFE, private colleges offer a variety of post-school study options, including agriculture, art
and design, hospitality and media and entertainment. Visit http://www.privatecollegesaustralia.com/ for a range of South
Australian, interstate and online courses.

